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REPORT ON ACTIVITIES

JANUARY – JUNE 2007

Introduction
The year began on a good note. For the first time in our 12 years existence we had secured all the funding needed for the year. This assisted us to focus on developing our work plans for the year without the stress of worrying about funding. 
We started some new programmes in partnership with the provincial police department and with the department of social development. The police programme gave us the opportunity to conduct training and door to door campaigns in both Duncan Village and Mdantsane. 
The Programme for the Department of Social Development entails mentoring 175 young women aged 18-24. We are taking them through a personal development programme and building capacity which enables them to access opportunities available to young women through the government. 

Over the past two years Masimanyane has conducted reviews of its work and held strategic conversations about its future. This process has reached finality and a three years strategic plan has now been developed. This is being presented to various funders/donors and interested stakeholders. 
Environmental changes

Sexual Offences Bill
Government is working hard to improve its responses to gender based violence. Over the past six months, some significant progress has been made by government in relation to gender based violence. The most important of these was the passing of the Sexual Offences Bill. 
Masimanyane has been part of the Tschwaranang initiative which was advocating for strengthening of the draft bill and the passing into legislation of the bill. 
This has been successfully completed and women in the country will benefit greatly from this achievement. The fact that the Sexual Offences Bill has expanded the definition of rape is very important as it now includes most forms of penetration to more parts of the body that it did before. 

Termination of Pregnancy Amendment
Our main interest is in pregnancy prevention. It is clear that if women and girls have knowledge and education they are better able to prevent unwanted pregnancies. This is the focus of our work in schools and tertiary institutions.

Recognising the impact of gender based violence on women and girls and their sexual and reproductive health and rights and knowing that still too many women and girls die as a result of unsafe abortions, Masimanyane has accepted that it has a responsibility to support women and girls who choose to terminate unwanted pregnancies. For this reason,  Masimanyane has worked strongly in support of the amendment which aims to broaden the support and quality of the services particularly in rural areas. . We want to ensure that women who have terminations have the necessary knowledge and support for this procedure. 
Free legal advice

Another significant development is the announcement by the Minister of Justice that the government will be rolling out a programme of free legal aid to communities. Masimanyane currently runs two paralegal services in the East London and Mdantsane magistrate’s courts. These provide free legal advice and court support to women and girls. This new government programme will have an impact on the service we current provide and we will have to review our role in the courts.
Police reports
Police have reported a 5.2% drop in reported rapes. Later they said that the reporting mechanism was flawed and the drop could be attributed to that. This is a serious challenge as the country continues to have an unclear picture of the problem of rape. Women’s groups are reported widely that many police stations are not documenting rape cases reported to them often saying that the case does not have merit. Some police stations have openly said that they were instructed not to document rape cases as it gives a bad reflection on the state of crime. 
More victim empowerment centres are being established at police stations around the province and the country. While this is a laudable development, it is clear that the training of personnel attached to these centres is not adequate. There is a move afoot to establish a national training programme which will ensure that the standard of those providing support to victims of gender based violence will be good. 
We are a long way off from that at this time. This then is a challenge to survivors as they are not likely to get the proper kind of support which they need at a time when they are most vulnerable. 
HIV/AIDS
            There continues to be controversy over the governments response to HIV/AIDS. 

Report on Community services

Counseling and paralegal services. 

In the period under review. Masimnayane has met its target in respect of the number of people counseled. The table listed here provides detailed information on the number of people counseled at each of our facilities. Zanempilo attends to the most clients and has the biggest staff compliment. Some of the staff conduct communities awareness programmes which helps to disseminated information on the services provided. The two courts continue to be a valuable resource to women and they see a large number of clients each month. The advocacy work done in courts is extensive as the clerks of the courts do not have the time to attend to the difficulties which clients have. The most prevalent problem is maintenance which is paid into the courts is often lost in the system. There have been cases when money has gone astray for years at a time Our staff are able to investigate these cases by engaging with employers who transfer money to the courts and by examining the court records themselves. It is a time consuming exercise but almost always leads to relief for the clients concerned. 
	COUNSELLING FIGURES PER OFFICE

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	June
	TOTAL

	ZANEMPILO
	202
	222
	202
	100
	164
	153
	1043

	OUTREACH OFFICE
	44
	72
	58
	62
	75
	52
	363

	E L COURT
	62
	58
	50
	63
	64
	38
	335

	MDANTSANE COURT
	16
	48
	49
	57
	63
	31
	264

	ST MARKS
	3
	10
	21
	10
	16
	12
	72

	TOTAL  
	327
	410
	380
	292
	382
	286
	2077

	Peddie WSC
	22
	15
	123
	21
	30
	24
	235

	TOTAL including PWSC
	349
	425
	503
	313
	412
	310
	2312


Results of the counseling
The main aim of the counseling service is to provide a crisis intervention which brings relief from immediate and past trauma. We also aim to take women through a process of healing by giving them the space to talk through the challenges they face in abusive relationships. In the period under review, we were able to assist women 2312 women to find such relief. We assisted in the healing of pain and hurt from violence and many forms of abuse. We referred some survivors of rape to psychologists for long term therapy and we formed some support groups for women who wanted to share their experiences and learn from the experiences of others. In this respect were fulfilled our goal of ensuring healing and ensuring mental and physical well being for survivors. 

Public Education
This programme has grown extensively in the first six months of the year. The reason for this is that we appointed more public educational officers on a short term contract. We also have two permanent staff working full time on public education and we have three people working on both counseling and doing some public education work. The table listed here provides information on the number of people who participated in the public education programme and the topics which we addressed.
	NO. OF PEOPLE ATTENDED PUBLIC EDUCATION BY TOPIC
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	June
	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Domestic Violence
	12
	 
	128
	23
	262
	 
	425
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Door-to-Door
	19
	160
	1649
	150
	205
	67
	2250
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Drug Abuse
	4
	 
	 
	 
	5
	 
	      

            5
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Human Rights
	 
	17
	48
	 
	18
	 
	          84
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Community development
	47
	88
	356
	4
	154
	 
	649
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Poverty
	4
	 
	 
	 
	11
	 
	15
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Prisoners – Gender training
	 
	88
	128
	 
	27
	 
	243
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rape
	 
	 
	 
	 
	184
	 
	184
	
	
	
	
	
	

	School Programme  (Life Skills –GBV and HIV/AIDS)
	30
	4019
	2420
	876
	938
	 
	8283
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HIV/AIDS & other Sexual Transmitted Diseases
	 
	52
	121
	34
	235
	 
	442
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Trauma Counselling
	 
	160
	 
	 
	 
	 
	        160
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Unemployment and its impact on women
	8
	 
	 
	 
	68
	 
	          74
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other
	 
	22
	50
	54
	46
	 
	172
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	124
	4606
	4900
	1141
	2153
	67
	12663
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NO. OF PEOPLE AT THE EVENTS WHERE INPUTS WERE MADE

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	June
	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mentorship Programme
	 
	 
	 
	 
	28
	 
	28
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Launch
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	60
	60
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Women's Conference
	 
	 
	 
	60
	 
	 
	60
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Consultative Workshops - Sexual Offence Bill
	 
	 
	38
	70
	 
	 
	108
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Workshop - Wellbeing of Women
	 
	 
	 
	 
	70
	 
	70
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Workshop - Women's Rights
	 
	 
	 
	 
	60
	 
	60
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	0
	0
	38
	130
	158
	60
	386
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