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P.O. Box 565, East London, 5200, South Africa,

35 St Marks Road, Southernwood, East London, 5201, South Africa

Tel: +27 (0) 43 7439169, Fax: +27 (0) 43 7439176, Email: maswsc@iafrica.com,

Website: www.masimanyane.org.za
8 February 2010

Dear Fellow Humanitarian

I am sure that every one of you has wondered over the past weeks how you could help the Haitian people who have suffered so much with the recent earthquake that they suffered. 

 

I am writing to ask for your help with a humanitarian assistance drive that Masimanyane is undertaking. It has been brought to our notice that women and girls are experiencing huge difficulties in the wake of the earthquake. As always, women and girls are not receiving the specific assistance that they require. 

 

Masimanyane is initiating a drive to obtain the products most needed by women and girls in Haiti at this time. We would like you to assist us by publicising this initiative and encouraging the people in your place of work, workshop, study etc to donate just one item from the list below.

Unfortunately, in many camps essentials such as food and clothing are not yet widely available, especially for women and children.  As with most other natural disasters, the strongest and the fittest tend to dominate disaster supply chain and distribution. Women and young girls are the last to have access to the supplies chain and distribution points. So they do not receive the supplies that they most urgently need in addition to food and water. So it is in Haiti. Rape of young girls and women is also a growing problem.

Haitian women, young girls and youths are in need of:

· Feminine supplies, combs, feminine wipes, panties, bras and clothes and other support (especially for pregnant women and new mothers). 
· Personal/household supplies for birth delivery and after: (rubbing alcohol or disposable anti-germicidal substitutes; baby wipes, baby wraps, pampers, socks and caps and supplies for nursing mothers/newborn; (It is cold at nights so there is need to cover the feet and heads of the newborns). 
· Clothing and under garments for women and young girls 
· Bedding & blankets for babies and mothers. 
· Urgent need for the morning after pill (rape of girls and young women is becoming a problem, as is common in the aftermath of most disasters). 
· Any items that you think would be useful for women and girls. 
· In general any supplies (such as toothpaste, tooth brushes, soaps, etc) that can be used for daily living for men, women, boys and girls are welcome. 
We need your support for these resources and any financial contribution towards shipment that you are able to make. 

Masimanyane will be the coordinating institution in the Eastern Cape. 

Should you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me on any of the abovementioned numbers or on my cellphone 084 481 2195.

Every little bit helps.

Yours sincerely,
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Project Co-ordinator




